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General Meeting—Tuesday 7 March 8.00 p.m. Geelong Botanic Gardens meeting room 
Speaker: Professor Marcel Klaassen, Deakin University 

Topic: Update on the Avian Influenza panzootic 

The number of highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) outbreaks amongst wild birds and poultry across the globe 
over the past year Is unprecedented. Thus far, Antarctica and Australia are the only continents escaping this ordeal that 
is affecting millions of wild birds and poultry. In this presentation Professor Klaassen will not only give a detailed 
account of the current situation and notably what it means for wild birds across the globe, but will also discuss how we 
got to this point, where it is likely heading (with special reference to Australia) and how we could possibly resolve the 


situation. 


Annual General Meeting and Members Night—Tuesday 4 April 8.00 p.m. Geelong Botanic 


Gardens meeting room 
Speaker: Rod Lowther, GFNC 
Topic: The grasshopper family 


In the last few months we have welcomed to the club... 
Trevor Brehaut, Clifton Springs; Janet Miller, Newcomb; John and Marie Renowden, Point Lonsdale 


We wish them a long and happy association. 


Club Meetings and Excursions 


We plan to run a mixture of Zoom and Room for club meetings, taking into account where the speaker is based and 
the season: winter events will mainly be via Zoom. For General and Bird Group meetings at the Botanic Gardens the 
meeting room will be open by 7.30 p.m. so always feel free to come early for a chat, or maybe check out the Library, as 
we like to start meetings at 8.00 p.m. 

For all meetings and excursions please do NOT attend if you are feeling unwell. 

Check the club website, Facebook, or the email Newsletters for any last-minute changes to what may be listed in the 
Geelong Naturalist or the Program. 


Submissions to Geelong Naturalist 


oubmissions for the next magazine will be due on Monday 27 March. 
Early lodgement of articles (small & large—maximum 2 pages) would be a great helo—late copy may not be accepted. 
Photographs—appropriately labelled, digital as .jpg—to the editor. 
The editor for the April edition of the Geelong Naturalist is Jane Morrow morrowjane5(ggmail.com 


Useful Links 
Our website is www.gfnc.org.au. Anyone can visit, but if you wish to add observations you need to register. Just email 
info@gfnc.org.au and ask for a username and temporary password. 
The website calendar is kept up to date with upcoming activities, and now includes more information on events. 
WWwW.gfnc.org.au/meetings/calendar-all/ 


Many of our Zoom meetings have been recorded and are available for viewing if you missed out. It can take a few 
weeks for them to be posted as they need to be edited. You can find them at https://www.dropbox.com/ 


sh/6wnno|ji3jsubw10/AABotwt9v6w-deaOZOo5BIENT a?dl-0 
Recent copies of our magazine and bird report are available from Trove. The Geelong Naturalist is at bit.ly/ 
Geelong Naturalist and the Geelong Bird Report is bit.ly/BirdReport 


We have a Facebook Page open to all www.facebook.com/geelonafnc and a Facebook Group open to club members 
to share things www.facebook.com/groups/GeelongFNCGroup Just visit and ask to join. 
Our Instagram account is www.instagram.com/geelonafieldnaturalists/ 


We get most newsletters and journals from other clubs electronically these days. They are all saved at bit.ly/ 
GFNCJournals. The index to our Library is here bit.ly/GFNCLibrary 


The front cover photo of a Jacky Lizard was taken by Donna Hall on the club's Bird Group Excursion to Edwards Point 
Wildlife Reserve, 23/2/23 (see p. 3 for the excursion report). 


The back cover photo of a family of Superb Fairywrens, Balyang Sanctuary 2/3/23, was taken by Janne Kearney. 


February butterfly report 
Valda Dedman 


ewer butterflies this month but they tend to be the 
large, more spectacular species. Unusual, but not 
unknown here, was the Orchard Swallowtail seen by Rod 
Lowther in Belmont. Macleay's Swallowtail and Monarch 
are still at the Geelong Botanic Gardens. Wendy Cook saw 
her first Shouldered Brown at Meredith. 


Observers: 

CFr, Chrissy Freestone; DTy, David Tytherleigh; GA, 
George Appleby; GP, Graham Possingham; JPo, Jenny 
Possingham; KBr, Karyn Brown; RLw, Rod Lowther; I Za, 
Troy Zanker; WCo, Wendy Cook. 


Monarch, Geelong Botanic Gardens Photo: David Tytherleigh 


Macleay’s Swallowtail 24/2/23 | Geelong Botanic One in flight over northern side DTy, 
Gardens pathway TZa, KBr 


Orchard Swallowiail [972723 RL 


24/2/23 | Geelong Botanic Two. Located in late p.m. Hill DTy 
Gardens topping, patrolling and briefly feeding 
in Buddleja in central and northern 
aspects of the garden 
Imperial Jezebel 24/2/23 | Geelong Botanic Two resting in shaded position along | DIy 
Gardens the northern border 


Meadow Argus 19/2/23 | Limeburners Lagoon GP, JPo 


Varied Sword-grass Brown 19/2/23 | Big Hill campground One seen in Big Hill campground CFr, GA 
and several seen along Big Hill track 

Shouldered Brown 23/2/23 | Whinray Rd Meredith One at 6.30 p.m. WCo 

Long-tailed Pea-blue 31/1/23 | Highton GP, JPo 


PRELIMINARY NOTICE 
GFNC Fauna survey and General excursion to Forrest area, Otways 


Activities to run from Thursday 13-Sunday 16 April 


Mammal trapping activities each day Thursday 13-Sunday 16 April 

The GFNC Fauna Group mammal trapping survey near Forrest commences on Thursday 13 with traps set-up, and runs 
through to Sunday 16 April. All GFNC members are invited to attend the trap checking that will occur early in the 
morning of each day (7.15 a.m.). 


Although it's an early start to your day, this is a great chance to observe animals most people rarely get a chance to 
see, such as Agile Antechinus, Bush Rats or other small mammals. 


General Excursion to Lake Elizabeth, Forrest area Saturday 15 April 
The monthly general excursion is to Lake Elizabeth on Saturday 15 April, departing from the carpark at the Lake at 
10.30 a.m. You may like to arrive earlier and have morning tea/cuppa before we begin our walk. 


Participants may also opt to attend the trap check earlier in the morning and then participate in the excursion. If so, it 
may be more convenient for those attending to arrange their own accommodation in Forrest on Friday night to avoid a 
very early morning drive to Forrest. Forrest has a caravan park and many other accommodation options, but please 
note that the dates correspond with the busy school holiday period. 


Note: To assist planning for these activities, please let Barry know of your interest in: 
attending any of the April mammal survey morning trap checking days 


or 


O 


if you would like to attend the Lake Elizabeth excursion. 


Also, if you wish to receive regular detailed emails about all Fauna Group survey activities being held in 2023, please let 
Barry know. 


Contact Barry Lingham lingham@tpg.com.au 
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THE GEELONG FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB INCORPORATED 
A0013/08R 


Notice of Annual General Meeting 2023 


The Annual General Meeting will be held on Tuesday 4 April 2023 at 8.00 p.m. in the meeting room at the rear of the 
Geelong Botanic Gardens, Holt Rd, East Geelong. 


Agenda: 
1. Apologies. 


2. Confirmation of Minutes of 2022 AGM. (Minutes will be circulated via email prior to the meeting and copies 
Will be available in the meeting room). 


3. President's Report on the activities of the Club for 2022: to be published in the April 2023 Geelong 
Naturalist. 


4. Treasurer's Report including the presentation of the financial statements for 2022: to be published in the 
April 2023 Geelong Naturalist. 


5. Election of Committee office bearers in the following order: 
a. President 
b. Vice-President 
c. Secretary 
d. Treasurer 
e. Minute Secretary 


6. Vote on the resolution to elect up to six ordinary members of the Committee, followed by election of 
ordinary committee members. 


7. Introduction to the club's Child Safe Policy 


8. Any other business. Members to advise the Secretary of any item of business that they wish to be included 
in the agenda as 'Other business' by 24 March 2023. 


Call for Nominations for 2023—24 Committee 


The GFNC Committee is calling for nominations for positions on the club Committee for 2023—24. 
* [he Committee typically meets six times a year via Zoom on a Monday evening. 


* All current office bearers and ordinary members of the Committee will be open for election. The Committee requests 
that members consider nominations for the various positions to help contribute to the running of club activities. 


* Members over the age of 18 can nominate themselves for positions on the Committee by email to the GFNC 
Secretary info@agtfnc.org.au, preferably by 24 March 2023. However, nominations will be accepted verbally in the 
meeting. 


* Alternatively, members can nominate another member by emailing the GFNC Secretary and specifying the nominated 
person, who must have accepted this nomination in advance and be copied into the nomination emall. 


* The office bearers of the Committee are: 
* President 
* Vice-President 
e Secretary (currently double duty with President) 
* Treasurer 
* Minute Secretary 


* |n addition, there are places for several ordinary members in general committee positions. In 2022—23 we had three 
but typically we have six. These members support the office bearers in the operation of the club and typically have 
responsibility for a particular area of club business or activity. 
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Bird Group excursion report—Edwards Point Wildlife Reserve 
23 February 2023 


= ven with the promise of hot weather and a northerly 
wind, many birders gathered to observe the birdlife in 
and around Edwards Point, St Leonards. We welcomed 
several guests, some locals and some participants from 
far and wide, along with regular members. 


The walk was led by Craig Morley with assistance from 
myself, Barry Lingham and Trevor Hodson. Pete Sullivan 
also assisted with some of the preparation, including a 
most helpful recce, though he was unable to assist on the 
day. 


We walked the bush, the boardwalk and the beach, 
observing shorebirds, woodland birds and wetland birds. 
Butterflies and moths could also be seen along the trail. 


Woodland birds were relatively elusive although we did 
see an immature Shining Bronze-Cuckoo with its 
incomplete barring and its very pale and plain face. Calls 
were also a little hard to decipher in the windy conditions. 
Craig also pointed out the prime spot for Mistletoebirds, 
though we observed none on the day. 


y 
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ohining Bronze-Cuckoo 


On to the boardwalk: some of us put our new found 
knowledge to the test for identifying shorebirds, thanks to 
last week's wonderful lecture by John Newman. There 
were sightings of Red-necked Stints and a lone Red- 
capped Plover. These were interspersed with Chestnut 
and Grey Teal, a solo Australian Pelican, some flying 
Little Pied Cormorants and their larger Pied relatives, 
and White-faced Herons. Several Singing 
Honeyeaters, along with Spiny-cheeked Honeyeaters 
were heard and seen, as were several Striated 
Fieldwrens—always a highlight in saltmarsh as they 
perch in clear view with tail cocked singing as if their life 
depended on it. An interesting sidelight to our walk were 
three flocks of Musk Lorikeets, totalling at least 62 birds, 
hurtling through to the north and brief glimpses of a 


Pied Oystercatcher 


Photo: Karyn Brown 


Kerry Haddon 


massive Brown Goshawk which, judging by the size, 
was surely a female! 


A low number of intrepid explorers continued all the way 
to the point and were rewarded with views of a large flock 
of at least 100 terns of the genus Sternula—Fairy Terns 
or a mix of Fairy and Little Terns. For those who have 
been trying to learn about the population of these small 
terns in Port Phillip, over many years, this is a significant 
number and possibly represents about two thirds of the 
total number of these exquisite small terns in our area! 


After stopping at the observation point ( Two Bays 
Lookout) where wetland meets beach, we had a short 
break and some participants continued down the beach to 
observe Australian Pied Oystercatchers and Pacific 
Gulls of various ages. 


Photo: Karyn Brown 


The return to the car park was along the beach front, into 
a nice cool breeze. This was most welcome as the 
temperature was continuing to rise by the hour. On return 
to the Beach Road carpark a few keen and persistent 
observers were thrilled to hear and see two Weebills in a 
eucalypt in a garden adjoining the car park—a truly 
extraordinary record for this part of the Bellarine! 


Thank you to all who attended and Craig for his 
leadership and patience. eBird lists are as follows: 


Walk to the Two Bays Lookout via the bush track: 
https://ebird.org/australia/checklist/S 129410218 


Walk from Two Bays Lookout via the beach to the car 
park: https://ebird.org/australia/checklist/S 129410109 


Edwards Point southern end: 
https://ebird.org/checklist/S 130097341 


Car park on return: 
https://ebird.org/australia/checklist/S 1294 10089 
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February bird observations—some highlights 


ver the latter part of January many members of the 

Geelong Field Naturalists Club participated in the 
summer shorebird surveys for BirdLife Australia to 
document peak season numbers of shorebirds in our 
many important wetlands and coastal sites. It was an 
interesting count from the point of view of persisting high 
water levels in some sites, with the resultant very low 
numbers of small shorebirds but the larger coastal 
shorebirds were pleasingly seen in reasonable numbers 
across the weekend. 


Banded Stilts in very low numbers (up to 13 birds) were 
seen at Lake Victoria over this period as well as nine at 
Moolap Saltworks. The large amount of water in inland 
salt lakes has presumably kept Banded Stilts away from 
our coastal sites where they can number into the 
thousands or more in some dry seasons. Seven 
Bar-tailed Godwits were seen at Queenscliff on their 
preferred coastal mud flats and a more impressive 170 
were recorded on the remote coastal beach at Sand 
Island, in the restricted access area at Queenscliff. This 
same site also proved ideal for 32 Grey Plovers. A single 
Whimbrel, an uncommon species in our region, has 
been seen on the Queenscliff mudflats with a small flock 
of Eastern Curlews. A most noteworthy record of a lone 
Pectoral Sandpiper, a rare species in our region, has 
been received from a swale adjacent to the beginning of 
the Edwards Point walk. 


Brolgas have been seen as several pairs and a trio in 
their usual wetland areas of Reedy Lake and Sparrovale 
Wetlands, and also at Modewarre, another location where 
they have been seen over many years. These glorious 
stately grey birds are always a highlight of any day out. 
Late summer is a time when Chestnut Teal numbers 
often build up and so a congregation of 990 birds at Lake 
Victoria in late January was right on cue. Nearby at 
Emily's Pond two Lewin's Rails were detected and 
complement records of the same species from Lake 
Victoria saltmarsh late last year. A total of 40 Royal 
Spoonbills at Lake Lorne was a treat as were the 55 
seen at Reedy Lake over January. Reedy Lake also 
proved ideal habitat for four majestic Caspian Terns. 


John Newman and Craig Morley 


A small flock of nine Blue-winged Parrots at Winchelsea 
was noteworthy for the four juveniles sporting 
bone-coloured bills and no frontal bands indicating 
dispersal after successful breeding. Flocks of Gang-gang 
Cockatoos have been seen over numerous sites. Most 
were small groups with a pair at Bellbrae and six in 
Highton but 25 birds at Winchelsea was a great 
observation. Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoos continue to 
draw observer interest—this month in mostly small flocks. 
Winchelsea continues to be a favoured site for Little 
Corellas with records of flocks ranging from 250 to well 
over 2000 birds seen along the Barwon River with 
juveniles being fed within some flocks. 


A very insistent pair of scolding Brown Thornbills in a 
well-vegetated garden in Newtown demanded attention 
from the observer—quite a distance from the Barwon 
River where this species is resident. A family of four 
Restless Flycatchers, including two juveniles, on a 
survey of farmland south of Winchelsea was a wonderful 
record of these elegant flycatchers, a species that 
continues to persist in small bush remnants to the west of 
Geelong. The anticipated arrival of Rufous Fantails in 
the Geelong Botanic Gardens in mid-February was right 
on cue with the appearance of one bird on 15 February. 
oeveral records of the now scarce White-tailed 
Needletails were excellent and typical of coastal areas in 
late summer. 


In breaking news as we finalise these notes a record of a 
lone Pacific Swift at Point Addis on 25 February has just 
come in! 


Thank you to each and every observer who has 
submitted their records to our club website 


https://www.gfnc.org.au/observations/bird-observations or 
to eBird https://ebird.org/australia/home. 


You continue to make an invaluable contribution to 
furthering the knowledge and understanding of our birds. 
Remember to login to make best use of each of these 
resources. 


otay safe and well and get ready to enjoy the thrills that 
the change of seasons through March-April always 
brings. 


GFNC meetings are held in the Geelong Botanic Gardens meeting room, and start at 8.00 p.m. 
Entrance is at the intersection of Holt Rd and Eastern Park Circuit in Eastern Park. [Melway 452 G4] 


Tax-deductible donations can be made to the Geelong Field Naturalists Environment Fund at any time. 
Donations will be used for the environmental purposes of the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


Donate by electronic funds transfer: 
CBA Account BSB 063 633 Account No. 1028 7433 


Please ensure that the transfer is identified with your name and that it is a donation to the GFN Environment 
Fund. We will issue you with a numbered receipt suitable for taxation purposes. Donations of $2.00 or more are tax- 


deductible. 


4 Geelong Naturalist March 2023 


Excursion report—Hovells Creek and Limeburners Bay, Corio 
19 February 2023 


Barry and Bernie Lingham 


ntroduction 

The late afternoon excursion start time enabled us to avoid the hottest part of the day. Cooler afternoon 
temperatures, combined with a brisk breeze blowing over the bay, provided comfortable walking temperatures as we 
explored Hovells Creek and Limeburners Bay. 


We met at the eastern end of Cummins Rd (off MacGregor Crt) which provides roadside car parking and access to the 
Hovells Ck walking trail that borders Limeburners Bay. This access point is not well-known (nor well signposted) but 
it's a useful location that enables easy access to the trail which leads north towards Lara and south to the mangrove 
and saltmarsh boardwalk and Limeburners Bay boat ramp car park. 


Limeburners Bay and Hovells Creek area 

The Wadawarrung have known and utilised the estuary now 
known as Hovells Creek and Limeburners Bay for countless 
millennia. Hovells Creek has headwaters at Mt Anakie and 
flows through Lara. Near the current Princes Freeway, the 
creek meets the tidal zone of Corio Bay and forms an estuary. 
Many changes have occurred since the arrival of Europeans, 
but some aspects of this special place have remained 
constant. 


Hovells Creek was named after William Hovell who, with 
Hamilton Hume, led an expedition to explore the area from 
oydney to the Victorian coast in 1824. The party reached the 
site of Limeburners Bay. The naming of the estuary as 
Limeburners Bay came from the mid-1800s period when 10 
quarry sites were established to access limestone deposits 
along Hovells Creek. The limestone was burned in special pits 
to create lime that was shipped from a jetty at the mouth of the 
estuary to other parts of the colony for use in building 
construction (Ganly 2018). 


The estuarine environment of Limeburners Bay hosts two 
significant Environmental Vegetation Classes (EVCs). The 
upper reaches of the tidal zone of the estuary are fringed by 
Mangrove Shrubland EVC containing stands of Avicennia 
marina ssp. australasica known as Grey Mangrove or White 
Mangrove. Sections of the foreshore in the lower reaches 
contain extensive areas of Coastal Saltmarsh EVC. This EVC 
occurs in zones above the normal high tide mark that are only 
infrequently inundated by saline water. 


The nearby areas of grassland growing on basalt soils are part 
of the Victorian Volcanic Plains Grassland EVC. Many 
indigenous grass species and herbs can be found at those 
sites (DSE 2004). 


Vegetation observed on the excursion 

While there are several areas of planted vegetation along the 
section of the walk we travelled, the area is also home to 
original grasses and grassland plants. 


> 


Map 1 showing location of our excursion zone, including locations 


of Coastal Saltmarsh and Mangrove Shrubland EVCs. However, it was not the ideal time of year for flowering or 


seeding native grasses or grassland plants. The native 
grasses we observed had already shed seeds and there was 
little in the way of any natural occurrence of grassland plants, 
due in part no doubt to the summer dry conditions and close 
mowing of grassy areas bordering the trail. A return visit in 
spring would be useful. Most trees and plants we observed, 
while of interest, were revegetation plantings (of various ages) 
set back from the path and generally growing well. 
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As we reached the boardwalk, we were able to move into 
a range of more interesting saltmarsh vegetation growing 
along the shores of the estuary. 


The area is home to a significant stand of White 
Mangrove. Victoria has approximately 51 km* of 
mangroves with most located across the central coastal 
area of the State (Harty 2011). Within the Geelong region, 
large stands of mangroves can be observed in the tidal 
mudflats of the Barwon River estuary at Barwon Heads 
and Ocean Grove. The species can also be found at 
owan Island near Queenscliff. White Mangrove is listed 
as ‘Rare’ in Victoria but not considered otherwise 
threatened (DEPI 2014 p. 9). In our local environment the 
species appears to be ‘doing well’ with extensive stands 
of this ecologically important plant, which provides food 
and shelter for fish, birds and other animals. 
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Bird and invertebrate observations 

A total of 36 bird species was noted by participants within 
the Limeburners Bay area (thanks to Graham 
Possingham for compiling the bird lists): 


https://ebird.org/australia/checklist/S 128845562 


https://ebird.org/australia/checklist/S 128848732 


Waterfowl included 231 Black Swan, reflecting a recent 
return of many Black Swans to the region. An 
Australasian Darter roosting with cormorants on a 
structure in the main lagoon was only the second site 
record on eBird (first in 2021). A noted absence was the 
migratory shorebird species that have used this zone in 
the past. 


oeveral parrots were seen including Musk and 
Purple-crowned Lorikeets feeding in Sugar Gums. The 
most surprising sighting for the day was an unusual 
coloured Budgerigar feeding under a gum tree—someone 
has obviously lost their pet. Raptors included a fast-flying 
Australian Hobby and a Brown Falcon perched high on a 
powerline. 


Telescopes helped us spot a Striated Fieldwren perched 
on the far side of the estuary. It was almost as hard to see 
the small Yellow Thornbills that were feeding among the 
wattles and sheoaks of the plantation zone near the main 
path. The plantation zone has a wide range of trees and 
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We also noted a variety of other saltmarsh plants, 
including Frankenia pauciflora var. gunnii Southern 
oea-heath; Suaeda australis Austral Sea-blite; Hemichroa 
pentandra Trailing Hemichroa; Salicornia quinqueflora 
ssp. quinqueflora Beaded Glasswort; lecticornia 
arbuscula Shrubby Glasswort and Disphyma crassifolium 
ssp. clavellatum Rounded Noon-flower. 


We have yet to identify one species of Tecticornia we 
observed. While there is a limited number of species in 
this genus found in our region (which theoretically should 
make it easier to ID), without a careful examination of 
seeds it is challenging to identify these plants to species 
level. The two possibilities are ecticornia halocnemoides 
ssp. halocnemoides or Tecticornia pergranulata ssp. 


pergranulata. The jury is still out on which species it is! 


Photo: Janne Kearney 


understorey plants. It was already being used by many 
honeyeaters and other small birds and will form a 
valuable vegetated link for birds moving along the edge of 
the estuary as the trees mature. 


Invertebrates seen on the day included many Cabbage 
White butterflies; several Meadow Argus and one Jezebel 
(fleeting view species unknown); one Giant Green 
olantface Acrida conica and Australian Yellow-winged 
Locust Gastrimargus musicus. 


Our exploration of the area concluded with a picnic tea 
and walk around the Limeburners Bay boat ramp area. An 
enjoyable excursion was had by all and we look forward 
to further opportunities to explore this interesting local 
area 


References: 

Dept. of Primary Industries (DEPI) (2014) Advisory list of 
rare or threatened plants in Victoria—2014, https:// 
bit.ly/3xVEQtb accessed 27 February 

Dept. of Sustainability and Environment (DSE) (2004) 
EVC/Bioregion Benchmark for Vegetation Quality 
Assessment -Victorian Volcanic Plain bioregion, 
https://bit.ly/3J1qBcD 

Ganly, R. (2018) The Enigma of Snake Island; the history 
of Corio Bay's North Shore. Printed in Geelong. 

Harty, C. (2011) Mangroves of Victoria: information kit, 
accessed 27 February hittps://bit.ly/3Bx UEWAI 
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Limeburners Bay habitat Photo: Janne Kearney 


Further reading about the northern areas of Corio Bay 
Barry Lingham 
To understand how and why the landscapes around the Geelong region have been transformed, it is necessary to 
know what past events and industries impacted the environment. 


| recommend Rob Ganly's book The Enigma of Snake Island; the history of Corio Bay's North Shore as a great 
source of historical information. It provides a detailed summary of his personal explorations of this area plus selected 
historical information obtained through extensive literary research. A copy is available through the GFNC library. You 
may be able to contact Rob directly to purchase a copy. Contact Barry for information. 


Brownhill, W. and Wynd, I. (1990) The History of Geelong and Corio Bay with postscripts 1955-1990 is an excellent 
resource for all historical information. Copies available at local libraries. 


outherland, A. (1888) Victoria and its Metropolis: Past and Present. Vol.1 &Vol. 2. This epic tome gives a detailed 
summary of the exploration and history of Victoria during the first 50 years of European settlement. It provides insight 
into many historical events but is written with the racial and class prejudices of that period. Available from the Victorian 
otate Library or contact Barry to browse his copy. 


GFNC Environment Fund 


Call for proposals 
Graham Possingham 


The club, through its Environment Fund, continues to receive contributions from generous donors. The Fund currently 
holds approximately $15 000, having dispersed more than $14 000 over the last 12 months and received over $6000 in 
donations 

As in 2022 the Fund and the club are seeking proposals from individuals, like-minded environmental organisations, e.g. 
Friends groups, and from education and research organisations, for activities and projects that could be funded and fulfil 
the aims of the club. 


|n particular we'll support projects that have a commitment to engage young people. 
* Proposals can be for funding of up to $7500 per project covering 1—3 years. 
* Proposals should benefit the wider Geelong region. 


e Funds can be provided to support expenses to conduct the project e.g. necessary equipment and travel 
expenses. 


* We are encouraging co-funding and collaboration between parties, including the engagement of GFNC 
members as volunteers (as appropriate). 


In December 2022 we sent information about the fund, and how to apply for funding, to many individuals or community 
groups that are likely to be planning fundable projects. However, if club members know of any suitable projects that are 
planned to be undertaken by individuals or groups they know (or even themselves) please contact Graham Possingham 
info@gfnc.org.au, or the Chair of the Environment Fund, David Boyle davidboyle48@qmail.com and we can provide 
more information. 
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Bringing back the bunyip bird—Australasian Bittern 
Conservation Summit 2023 


he Summit was held in Leeton in the heart of the 

Murrumbidgee irrigation area at the historic Hydro 
Hotel, January 31—February 3. One hundred and fifteen 
delegates registered from all over Australia. In addition, 
there was a small contingent of researchers from New 
Zealand. It was an eclectic mix of ornithologists, 
commonwealth and state water and land managers and 
members of the rice growing community. 


January 31 was set aside for registration and a welcome 
BBQ at the Ramsar-listed Fivebough Wetlands on the 
edge of the township of Leeton, which includes a 2.8 km 
loop walking track and four bird viewing shelters. 
Unfortunately, due to high water levels not all the track 
was accessible. The wetlands hold water all year round. 
In the evening we saw a wide range of birds, including 
Blue-billed Ducks, Magpie Geese, Great Egrets, 
otraw-necked and Australian White Ibis, Baillon's Crakes, 
Australian Little Bitterns, Australasian Swamphens, a 
Swamp Harrier and even an Australasian Bittern was 
flushed. The local Rotary Club provided a most welcome 
repast and it was a great time to renew old friendships 
and make new ones. 


On February 1 the summit began in earnest at the 
Conference Centre in the Hydro Hotel. After welcomes 
from a representative of the local land services; the 
mayor; and William Ingram, a traditional owner, the 
sessions began. Whilst we in Victoria tend to associate 
the Bittern with the mythological bunyip, locally the Bittern 
Is regarded as a messenger. 


Matt Herring gave a wonderful overview of Bittern-friendly 
rice growing. Bitterns have adapted to the more 
traditional growing of rice. Farms are divided into large 
bays that can be flooded after the rice is sown. 
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A bay ready for planting, 2/2/23 Photo: Trevor Hodson 
Ideally this happens in early October, allowing time for 
frogs and other prey items to proliferate before the 
Bitterns move in when the rice crop reaches about 20 cm 
in height. The Bitterns will nest in the rice crop. Matt uses 
a drone to monitor nest sites. In addition, the growers are 
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Trevor Hodson 


encouraged not to spray the banks separating the bays 
so there will be cover for the Bitterns after the crop is 
harvested. 


Retained vegetation on banks of irrigation channel, 2/2/23 


Photo: Trevor Hodson 


Growers are paid a small incentive to be part of the 
program. The program has wide acceptance and growers 
are proud to be known as being ‘Bittern friendly’. 


In the second session we heard from Chris Purnell, 
Damian Cook and Bob Green about monitoring in greater 
Melbourne, north-central Victoria, south western Victoria 
and South Australia (SA). Pick Swamp in South Australia 
is just one of the areas that Bittern are now regularly 
found after changes to the water management on site. 


The New Zealand contingent spoke of the challenges 
facing Bittern there. One predator recently recognised is 
the Swamp Harrier which takes eggs from the nests of 
the Bittern. The Maori word for Bittern is matuku'. One of 
the themes that continued throughout the conference was 
the collaboration between stakeholders—whether it be 
growers, environmental water holders or irrigators—to 
secure the best outcomes for the Bittern. 


It is clear that monitoring population numbers Is a big 
issue. At the moment more work is needed in relation to 
how data from automated recording units can be 
optimally used. Only male birds boom and, even then, 
only in the breeding season from October to January. 
Some years ago, a number of Bitterns from the Riverina 
were fitted with tracking devices. The most notable of 
these, Bobby, was tracked all the way from the 
Murrumbidgee to Pick Swamp in SA. Catching a Bittern is 
not easy and when caught they can be quite feisty. Using 
a cage trap fitted with a mirror at one end and a device to 
play the booming call has been successful but is only 
useful for males. Another strategy for use in the field is to 
use an open cage that the Bitterns can walk through fitted 
with a camera trap to look for females and juveniles. 


On February 2 we were taken on a tour of a 
Bittern-friendly rice farm owned by the Andreazza family. 
We were not disappointed. Soon after our arrival the 
booming started and one Bittern was seen standing out 
on one of the banks separating the bays. It was very 
interesting to hear from the growers how the rice is 
grown. Bays measuring about 70 ha are ready for sowing 
in early October and soon after that they are flooded to a 
depth of about 15 cm. Fertiliser is applied aerially in 
December. The rice has few pests and spraying is kept to 
a minimum. It takes about 150 days to be ready for 
harvest in March. When the moisture level in the seed 
head is about 26 per cent, residual water in the bays Is 
drained to allow harvesting a few weeks later. The grower 
can expect a harvest of about 14 tonnes per ha and this 
will require a total of 10—14 ML to produce. Rice is 
processed at the growers' co-operative, Sun Rice, before 
distribution nationally and internationally. The farm we Photo: Trevor Hodson 
visited had about 800 ha available for cropping. Before 

the rice is harvested the adjoining bays are prepared fora Itis expected an edited record of the talks will be 


A well advanced rice crop, 2/2/23 


winter wheat crop, that gets its first watering from the available shortly and there are discussions about 

residual water from the rice crop. It was quite amazing to repeating the Summit and working to a National Recovery 
see the approach of the growers to make the best use of Plan for the Australasian Bittern. 

their water. 


Request for Sanderling leg-flag data 
observed from Warrnambool to Portland 


My name is Annie Broadway and | am currently undertaking my Honours year at Deakin University, under the 
Supervision of Professor Marcel Klaassen. 


The aim of my project is to determine the movement ecology of Sanderling (Calidris alba) throughout the Discovery 
Bay area, which spans from Warrnambool to Canunda National Park in South Australia. In doing so, it is hoped that we 
will collect enough data to better understand what drives Sanderling mobility, which in turn will highlight the resources 
required for habitat conservation. 


oanderling are migratory birds that breed in Siberia and migrate to Australia via the East Asian—Australasian Flyway. 
Upon arrival in Australia, Sanderling prefer coastal habitats that are rich in food resources. Unlike many other migratory 
shorebirds that exhibit high side fidelity, Sanderling are a more mobile species, and frequent many locations within a 
season. 


My project relies heavily on observing and collecting leg-flag data from Sanderling in the Discovery Bay Region. | am 
concentrating on the areas from Warrnambool to Portland from now until the Sanderling migrate in early May. 
| am putting this information out to the GFNC to see if anyone is keen to spot leg-flags in the following areas: 


« Killarney Beach (-38.3592683932169, 142.3171402795508) 

e Mills Reef (-38.358881921691356, 142.2908717090675) 

«Little River Beach (-38.39108016383221, 142.1845189985256) 

© Yambuk (-38.34020203971902, 142.05269004439646) 

« Fitzroy River Camping Ground (-38.25388638266423, 141.8478002433354) 


Any help with gathering this data would be very much appreciated. 


All leg-flag sightings can be entered into http://www.birdmark.net 
or emailed to me directly at anniebroadway@iinet.net.au 
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February fauna report 


Ithough there are fewer reports than usual, they are 

interesting observations that extend our 
understanding of the mammals and herps that are found 
in the region. 


Short-beaked Echidna: extensive fresh diggings 
suggest a visit to our block at Yaugher in the last few 
days by an echidna. It had torn into a large nest of Red 
Bull-ants (Myrmecia simillima), leaving them with 
extensive repair work still to be done (TP). 


Sugar Glider: two seen at dusk on 8 February at 
Whinray Road, Meredith. It was 14°C and still. They leapt 
their way up a Swamp Gum within our garden, then 
glided to another Swamp Gum that had been heavily 
pruned by Powercor as It is beside a power pole. The 
distance covered was about 20 m (WCo). 


Common Ringtail Possum: one seen in a tree in a 
garden in Highton on 15 February (CFr). 


Trevor Pescott for the Fauna Group 


Koala: a male, observed in a fork of a Manna Gum in 
Whinray Road, Meredith at 1.20 p.m. on 12 February—a 
cool day (WCC). 


Lowland Copperhead: on 8 February one was seen 
sun-basking on a cool, sunny day beside a dam at 
Whinray Road, Meredith. It went into the water when | 
arrived, but returned several minutes later, and put its 
head under some dry vegetation. It stayed there for 
several minutes before departing into long grass (WCo). 
Another was found killed on Clubhouse Drive, Jan Juc on 
24 February (GGt). 


Tiger Snake: one came in to a small waterhole near the 
woodshed at our house at Yaugher late afternoon on 24 
February—a very hot day (TP). 


Observers: 

CFr, Chrissy Freestone; GGt, Geoff Gates; TP, Trevor 
Pescott; WCC, Wendy and Colin Cook ; WCo, Wendy 
Cook. 


Fauna Group activities in March 


We will use this early autumn time to carry out some harp trapping for bats (particularly at Buckley Falls) and checking/ 
renewing some of our tile grids. Since these activities depend to some extent on weather conditions, it is not possible 
to set dates far ahead of the time. So if you would like to be advised of details please advise me on 

ppescott(a gmail.com and | will provide you of the times and places of the activity. 


Q 


City Nature 
< Challenge 


Geelong 


City Nature Challenge 2023 


This year will be the fourth time the club will be participating in the worldwide BioBlitz competition. We hope as many 
members as possible will be able to join in the fun to record as many observations as possible over the 4-day event. 


e Observation period is midnight Friday April 28 until end of the Monday May 1. 


e Uploading photos and completing identifications will run until the end of May 7. 


Please join our event project where you will be able to follow progress during the bioblitz by Joining the Greater 
Geelong Region Project in iNaturalist https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/projects/city-nature-challenge-2023-greater-geelong 
This event has gained momentum over the past five years and there are almost 500 locations competing this year 
located across all areas of the globe, and five within Australia. To see the list of participating cities, click on the 
following link https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/projects/city-nature-challenge-2023 


If you are new to the club or not familiar with the use of iNaturalist, contact Rod Lowther rod.lowther@live.com to 
arrange for a short one-on-one introduction to the use of the app and how to navigate the web site. 


Feel free to contact Rod for any queries related to the event and how you can get involved. In previous years, club 
members have been most active in Geelong's efforts to perform competitively. As a city we have punched above our 
weight finishing higher up on the leaderboard than our population would suggest! 
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Living Moorabool Flagship 
March 15, 9.45 a.m-2.00 p.m. 


The Corangamite Catchment Management Authority (CMA) is holding a knowledge forum for those interested in the 
Moorabool River and the various activities being undertaken within The Living Moorabool Flagship project scope. 


otarting and finishing at Fyansford Common, participants will be taken via bus to a number of stops within the Living 
Moorabool landscape. 


Morning tea and lunch will be provided. This is a free event but spaces are limited. Make sure to register 
https://ccma.vic.gov.au/event/the-living-moorabool-tour-knowledge-forum/ 


HABITATS OF THE BELLARINE EXHIBITION 
Applications Now Open 


‘Habitats’ are the place—homes—that allow native animals and plants to survive and thrive. The Bellarine Peninsula 
has an outstanding diversity of habitats—rivers and lakes, heathy and grassy woodlands, coastal shrublands and 
wetlands of international importance—all within a relatively small area. These are the foundation of the recent 
declaration of the Bellarine as a ‘Distinctive Area and Landscape’. Yet only a small remnant of the original native 
habitats remains. Art is a powerful way to open people's hearts to the riches of our living world and cherish it for the 
future. 


We are now accepting applications from artists who would like to take part! 


Artwork may be traditional paintings and drawings, but also textiles, sculptures, pottery, mosaics, glass, woodwork, 


metalwork, the written word — in fact, anything that highlights the beauty of the Bellarine's natural habitats. If you have 


any doubts about your concept, please get in touch with us and we can assist with your idea. 


Please be aware that there are some sneaky plants and animals from other regions and overseas, that have invaded 


the Bellarine Peninsula and are degrading our natural habitats. We want to be sure that it is native species of the 


Bellarine and their habitats that we are promoting. So we recommend that you send a draft/concept image to Andrea 
Lindsay before completing your proposed work, as we will not be accepting pests and weeds in this exhibition, and do 


not want to disappoint any entrants. 


Artisans of Australia does not take commission on any sales made on site, and it is your choice if you wish to have your 


work for sale. The cost for the month's exhibition will be $50 per exhibitor for a maximum of 0.25 m* space or $100 for 


1 m* of hanging space and corresponding fees for free standing works. 


The Artisans of Australia gallery, shop, studios, and café are at 33 Murradoc Road, Drysdale VIC; this is the location of 


the exhibition and where works must be delivered by the closing date. You can find out more about Artisans of 
Australia at its web site www.artisansofaustralia.com 


Anyone interested in exhibiting or wanting more information, please contact Andrea Lindsay before the end of May at 


mailto:mdr.andrea.lindsay4 1 mail.com 
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Bird Group Excursion 
Thursday 23 March 2023 
Rice Nature Reserve and Dans Nature Reserve 
Leader: Trevor Hodson 


We will be visiting these locations with the help of GFNC members Karyn Brown and Troy Zanker. Both sites are 
hotspots on eBird and should provide many opportunities for those attending. We will start at the Rice Nature Reserve 
and then after move on to Dans Nature Reserve. All are welcome and it should be a fruitful day. We should wind up by 
midday. Lunch will be at Dans Nature Reserve. Everyone is most welcome. 


Meet: 9.00 a.m. at Rice Nature Reserve, 750 Horseshoe Bend Road, Mount Duneed 3227 (-38.267879, 144.349400). 


Bring: Morning tea, drinks, snacks. Wet weather gear, solid footwear, hat, binoculars, sunscreen (as needed), camera, 
field guides. 


Note that all GFNC excursions are cancelled on days of Total Fire Ban. Check the GFNC Facebook Page for updates. 


Contact: Trevor Hodson 0407 185 669 


GFNC Excursion 
Lake Modewarre and Lake Gherang 
sunday 19 March 2023 
Leaders: George Appleby and Chrissy Freestone 


After totally drying out in early 2020, Lake Modewarre has come alive with water once more! The lake has long been 
known for its excellent diversity of bird species and with high water levels, many water birds are present. Blue-billed 

Duck, Musk Duck, Hardhead, Cape Barren Goose and Banded Stilt, as well as Hoary-headed Grebes in their 100s, 

have been recent highlights. Similarly, Lake Gherang is also full and is hosting a good range of birdlife. 


Meet: 9.00 a.m. at Lewis Rd, Lake Modewarre 
Directions: 
e [ake the Princes Highway (M1) towards Colac 
e At 7.5 km past Mt Moriac turn left at Buckley Rd South (-38.24411090277595, 144.0873128563207) 
e Note: Lake Modewarre is signposted at Waltons Rd but do not take this road! 
e [urn onto Buckley Rd South and after 4 km, turn left to follow Lewis Rd to the carpark overlooking the lake. 


We will begin the day exploring the area at the end of Lewis Rd. As well as water birds on the lake, the extensive 
revegetated escarpment is home to many bush birds. We can walk all or part way along a grassy track to the southwest 
side of the lake providing an opportunity to view plants, reptiles and invertebrates that may be about. 


Following this we will drive to nearby Lake Gherang on Atkins Rd and spend an hour or so exploring that area. In 
contrast to Lake Modewarre, this site is a permanent deep swamp with remnant heathy woodland around the edge. 
There may be the chance of a Latham's Snipe or two lurking in the vegetation before they head north to breed. We will 
then head to the Walton's Rd (north) side of Lake Modewarre, just a short drive via the freeway, where we will spend 
another hour exploring. Again, there is a grassy track through a rare brackish herbfield to a small rocky escarpment 
where we can look for reptiles, unusual basalt bombs and many other natural features. 


We will stop for a picnic lunch at this location, approx. 12.30 p.m. Toilet facilities are available here. 

Finish time: 1.30—2.00 p.m. 

Following lunch, for anyone who is interested, we may drive around to the eastern side of Lake Modewarre to either 

Taylors Rd or Batsons Rd. More extensive brackish herbfields occur here and Brolgas can sometimes be seen on this 

side of the lake. 

Bring: Picnic lunch, drinks (plenty of water recommended), snacks. Wet weather gear, enclosed shoes/boots (there 
may be snakes if it's a warm day!), gum boots for the adventurous, hat, binoculars, camera, field guides, 
sunscreen and insect repellent. A telescope may be useful if you have one. We will provide two scopes on the 
day. 

Note that all GFNC excursions are cancelled on days of Total Fire Ban. Check the GFNC Facebook Page for updates. 


Contact: Chrissy Freestone; email: chrissy.freestone@iinet.net.au or phone 0417 379 033 
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Coming events 


MARCH 2023 
5 Clean up Australia Day’ at Jerringot 
T General Meeting: Marcel Klaassen—Update on the 


Avian Influenza panzootic 

13 Meeting: Publication Subcommittee 

16 . Bird Group: Hugh Possingham- Terrestrial birds of 
the Limestone Coast 

19 Excursion: L. Modewarre and L. Gherang 

20 . Meeting: Conservation Subcommittee 

23 Bird Group Excursion: Rice Reserve/Dans Reserve 


APRIL 2023 


4 AGM—Members Night: Rod Lowther— The 
Grasshopper family 

13-16 Fauna survey: Forrest area 

15 Excursion: Lake Elizabeth, Forrest area 

1/ | Meeting: New committee 

20 . Bird Group: Richard Weatherly—Habitat creation 
for birds: One farm's experience 

21 Bird Group Excursion: Pt Addis and Ironbark Basin 

28-30 SEANA camp—Port Campbell (Timboon FNC) 

28-1 May City Nature Challenge BioBlitz Weekend 


GFNC COMMITTEE 2022-2023 


President Graham Possingham 
Vice-President Bernie Lingham 
Immediate past President Rod Lowther 
Secretary Graham Possingham 
Treasurer Chris White 
Minute Secretary Naomi Wells 
Committee Members Trevor Hodson 

Craig Morley 


Tracey Hinton 


g.possingham@gmail.com 
bernlingham@tpg.com.au 


g.possingham@gmail.com 
chriswhite5212@gmail.com 
naomicwells@gmail.com 
doctiny@bigpond.com 
craigmorleyS@bigpond.com 
tracey.hinton@gmail.com 


SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and OTHER CLUB POSITIONS 


Membership Officer Deborah Evans 
Conservation Subcommittee Chair Chris White 
Publications and Communication Bernie Lingham 
Subcommittee Chair 

Geelong Naturalist Editors Bernie Lingham 


Jane Morrow 
Alison Watson 


Librarian Lorraine Phelan 
Web-master Graham Possingham 
Geelong Bird Report Editor Craig Morley 
General Meeting Minutes 

Program Coordinator Barry Lingham 

Bird Group Craig Morley 

Fauna Group Trevor Pescott 

Plant Group (in recess) Barry Lingham 


Club Convenors: 


deb.evans6@bigpond.com 
chriswhite5212@gmail.com 
bernlingham@tpg.com.au 


bernlingham@tpg.com.au 
morrowjaneS5@gmail.com 
alisonw5/ / (Qggmail.com 
lohelan@bigpond.com 
info@gfnc.org.au 
craigmorleyS@bigpond.com 
info@gfnc.org.au 
program@gfnc.org.au 
craigmorleyoS@bigpond.com 
ppescott@gmail.com 
lingham@tpg.com.au 


General Meetings Chrissy Freestone chrissy.freestone@linet.net.au 

General excursions Vacant 

Bird Group excursions Lynne Clarke alynneclarke@gmail.com 

Child Safety Officer Naomi Wells naomicwells@gmail.com 
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